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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, FR, PGOV 

SUBJECT: MAJORITY REACTION TO FRENCH COMMUNIST PARTY 
CONGRESS 

1 . MEMBERS OF PRESIDENT GISCARD D'ESTAING'S MAJORITY 
HAVE PREDICTABLY CHARACTERIZED THE FEBRUARY 4-7 FRENCH 
COMMUNIST PARTY (PCF) CONGRESS (SEPTEL) AS A TRANSPARENT 
EFFORT TO CONVINCE PUBLIC OPINION THAT AT LONG LAST THE 
PCF IS A RESPECTABLE PLAYER ON THE FRENCH POLITICAL 
SCENE. WITHOUT EXCEPTION. THEY HAVE WRITTEN OFF CONGRESS 
RESULTS AS MERE TACTICAL MANEUVERS AIMED AT INCREASING 
PCF VOTING STRENGTH, BUT DEVOID OF DOCTRINAL SIGNIFICAN- 
CE. THIS WAS THE CASE BOTH FOR PCF DROPPING OF THE 
"DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT" CONCEPT AND ITS ATTEM- 
PT TO APPEAR MORE INDEPENDENT FROM MOSCOW. 

2. MINISTER OF JUSTICE LECANUET AND OTHER MAJORITY 
SPOKESMEN HAVE ALSO CRITICIZED THE "DICTATORIAL AND 
MONOLITHIC" DECISION-MAKING PROCESS EMPLOYED BY THE CON 
GRESS IN ADOPTING ITS POLICY LINE. HOW COULD THE PCF 
ASPIRE, THEY ASKED RHETORICALLY, TO ACCEPTANCE BY THE 
FRENCH AS AN ORGANIZATION WILLING TO ABIDE BY DEMOCRATIC 
DECISIONS WHEN ITS OWN INTERNAL PROCESSES CONTINUE TO BE 
DOMINATED BY "DEMOCRATIC CENTRALISM"? UDR LEADER OLIVIER 
GUICHARD PERHAPS BEST SUMMED UP MAJORITY REACTION WITH 
THE REMARK THAT "DICTATORSHIP WITHOUT THE PROLETARIAT" 
WAS THE ONLY REAL RESULT TO EMERGE FROM THE CONGRESS. 

3. COMMENT: SHORTLY BEFORE THE PCF CONGRESS OPENED, 

PRIME MINISTER CHIRAC SAID IN A FIGARO INTERVIEW THAT 
RECENT POLLS SUGGESTING SOCIALIST PARTY GAINS WERE MORE 
THE RESULT OF PS INROADS AMONG PCF VOTERS THAN INDICA- 
TIVE OF ANY MAJOR SHIFT IN MAJORITY-OPPOSITION STRENGTHS. 
FOR PUBLIC CONSUMPTION, OTHER MAJORITY FIGURES ARE SAY- 
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ING MUCH THE SAME THING. THEY PREDICT THAT WHATEVER 
EFFECT THE PCF NEW LINE WILL HAVE WILL BE IN THE DIREC- 
TION OF RECOUPING EARLIER PCF LOSSES TO THE PS, RATHER 
THAN GAINING NEW CONVERTS FROM THE MAJORITY. NO MAJOR 
ITY FIGURE TO DATE, HOWEVER, HAS ADDRESSED THE MORE 
PERTINENT QUESTION OF WHETHER THE PCF "NEW LOOK", IF 
FOLLOWED UP BY CONCRETE ACTIONS, WOULD HELP THE SOCIA- 
LISTS ATTRACT UNCOMMITTED VOTERS BY FREEING IT FROM THE 
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